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Decisions of the Commissioner of Education 


BY CHARLES A. BRIND JR, DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF LAW 


Cases infliction of corporal 
punishment by a teacher, transportation matters, 
the dismissal of teachers on probation and the 


school officials are included in the 


involving the 


removal of 
following summary of recent decisions of the 
Commissioner of Education. 


Case No. 3413 

Where it appears that the trustee has wil- 
fully and persistently failed and refused to 
comply with the decision and order of the 
Commissioner of Education in respect to trans- 
portation, such trustee will be removed and the 
public money withheld from the district. 


Case No. 3416 

The rule is well established that where a dis- 
trict is dissolved and the children are required 
to travel an unreasonable distance to the school 
in the consolidated district, transportation must 
be provided. 


Case No. 3417 

Where it appears that appellant was serving 
on probation and had not secured permanent 
tenure, his dismissal is not subject to review. 


Case No. 3419 

It seems to be well settled that 
statute provides for a hearing before a board, 
such hearing had before the whole 
board or a majority thereof in the absence of 
providing 


where a 
must be 


some statutory provision expressly 
some other procedure. 

Thus where charges were presented against 
a teacher, in the absence of statutory authority 
authorizing the board of education to appoint 
a subcommittee to hear the charges, they must 
be heard by the whole board or a majority 
thereof. 


Case No. 3421 

Appellant was denied a license to teach biol- 
ogy in New York City because of her failure 
to pass the required physical examination. 

Held: It would seem reasonable that 
school authorities 
require that every applicant for a position in 
the teaching and supervising service of the 
schools be of good moral character and of physi- 
cal and mental fitness. This power is inherent 
in every board of education and arises in the 
grant of power to appoint. 


local 


would have the power to 


Case No. 3425 

Held: A trustee is not entitled as a matter 
of law to his expenses for attorney’s fees or 
otherwise in an action for his removal. Where 
an attorney represents a trustee in an official 
capacity for and on behalf of the school dis- 
trict, he is, however, entitled to be paid for his 
services by the school district. 


Case No. 3426 

Held: Upon an appeal to the Commissioner 
of Education to obtain mandatory relief, appel- 
lants must be able to point to a statute with 
which the board of education of the city is 
failing to comply. There is no statute requir- 
ing a city school district to provide transporta- 


tion. 


Case No. 3427 

Upon an appeal from the refusal of a dis- 
trict superinte: lent to approve a contract for 
transportation, it was held that under the pro- 
18, of the 
for trans- 


visions ot section 206, subdivision 


Education Law, no such contract 


portation is effective until it receives the for- 
mal approval of the district superintendent of 
schools. Such approval is a discretionary mat- 
ter and while the district superintendent may 
abuse that discretion, 


not be arbitrary and 
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nevertheless where he has a reason under the 
statute upon which to base his disapproval, the 
Commissioner of Education may not substitute 


his judgment for that of the superintendent. 


Vo. 3428 


The appellant 


Case 
dismissed as a_ teacher 


had 


hearing and examined witnesses and after the 


Was 


after the board of education conducted a 
board had given its careful consideration to the 
case. The difficulty arose over the striking by 
a teacher of one of the pupils in her classroom 
with a ruler. 

As a matter of law, the teacher has the same 
power to punish a child as has the parent, the 
limitation being that the act of punishment may 
degree or unreasonable 


section 246, 


not be immoderate in 


in manner (see Penal Law, sub- 
division 4). 

Even though the statute gives the teacher 
the power to inflict corporal punishment, the 
teacher would also be bound by reasonable rules 
respect thereto. 


school district 


of the board of education in 
If the board of 


formal resolution established a regula- 


education of a 
had by 
tion to the effect that teachers were not to use 
corporal punishment, an infraction of such rule 
by the teacher might because of such infrac- 
tion be a sufficient basis for dismissal. 

In this case there was no evidence that the 
education ever adopted such a rule 
that the 
from the use of 


board of 


and therefore it must be concluded 


teacher 
corporal punishment. 


was not precluded 


There was nothing in the record to indicate 
that the punishment used was immoderate in de- 


gree or unreasonable in manner. The Commis- 


sioner said: 


The relationship between a teacher and a 
board of education is contractual and_ section 
505 of the Education Law specifically states 
that no teacher may be removed during a term 
of employment unless for “ neglect of duty, inca- 
pacity to teach, immoral conduct, or other rea- 
son which, when appealed to the Commissioner 
of Education, shall be held by him sufficient 
cause for such dismissal.” This teacher has 
maintained a record of 19 years’ service in the 
State, three and one-half years of which were 
spent in this system, and nothing has been pre- 


sentéd to indicate that this record has been 
marred in the past by any difficulties with 
employing officials. Outside of the present 


complaint there is nothing to indicate that the 
teacher has failed to perform her duties satis- 
factorily. In order that a teacher may be dis 
missed under the contract which she holds, and 
in view of the 


protection accorded her by the 
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aforesaid statute, the reasons relied upon by 
a board of education must be substantial. The 
use of corporal punishment under the circum- 
stances above related is insufficient cause for re- 
moval. 
Case No. 3430 

In an appeal from the denial by 
of examiners in New York City of a promo- 


the board 


tion license to appellant, it was held that care- 


ful review of the evidence does not establish 
that the board of 


malice, bad faith, gross error or prejudice in 


examiners was guilty of 
granting the appellant an unsatisfactory rating 
in his interview test. As has been indicated 
many times in the past, in the absence of one or 
more of the foregoing elements, the rating of 
the board of examiners will not be set aside. 
Case No. 3432 

It appearing that a member of a board of 
education had accepted from the board of edu- 
cation for services performed at least 16 pay- 
ments of varying amounts, it was held that the 
acceptance of these sums constituted a wilful 
violation of section 285 of the Education Law 
and was ground for removal. 

The decision held further that it has been 
indicated in many prior decisions that under 
the present law large balances may not be car- 
ried over each year for the purpose of even- 
tually building up sinking funds. Irrespective 
of the lack of authority in the law and the 
rather definite direction in section 275 of the 
Education Law that balances remaining at the 
end of the year be charged against the budget 
for the ensuing year, some boards of education 


When 


arises as 


have sought to build up sinking funds. 


done, the same _ situation 


district. 


this is 


occurred in this There is a definite 
temptation on the part of a board of education 
itself with a 


large balance to spend it without reference to 


coming into office and _ finding 


budgetary limitations. 


Section 314 of the Education Law reads as 


iollows : 

No board of education shall incur a district 
liability in excess of the amount appropriated 
by a district meeting unless such board is spe- 
cially authorized by law to incur such liability. 

The members of the board of education in 


office violated the provisions of this section. 


Under such circumstances, in accordance with 


the provisions of section 95 of the Education 


Law, the Commissioner of Education has no 


other recourse but to remove them from office. 
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Case No. 3433 
Upon an appeal wherein the character and 
ability of the driver of a conveyance was 


attacked, it was held that the evidence did not 


sustain the allegations. It was held further 
that there was no legal reason why appellants 
should not take advantage of the facilities 


offered, although they were not obliged to do 
so if they were not satisfied with the convey- 


ance and the contractor. If they do not do so it 


will be necessary for them to make their own 


arrangements to see that their children receive 


an education. 


New York City Pupils 
Present Radio Programs 


Pupils of New York City high schools are 
participating in radio programs sponsored by 
the board of education and broadcast by 
station WNYC, the municipal station. The 


programs are produced in the broadcasting 


studio recently established in Brooklyn Techni- 


cal High School and are broadcast Tuesday 
mornings from 10.15 to 10.30 o’clock. The 


schedule follows: 


November 23d, A Thanksgiving play, pre- 
sented by John Adams High School 

November 30th, An adaptation of “Le 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme,” by Stuyvesant High 


School 
Dec ember 7th, Readings in American poetry, 
Tottenville High School 
I4th, Choral 


by 
December reading of Vachel 


Lindsay’s “ The Congo,” by Samuel J. Tilden 
High School 
December 21st, An adaptation of Irwin 


Shaw’s “ Bury the Dead,” by Girls’ Commercial 
High School 

January 4th, symposium on housing in New 
High School 


\lex- 


Commerce 


York City, by Evander Childs 
llth, Elizabethan 
ander Hamilton High School of 


songs, by 


January 


February 2, 1938, has been designated by the 


American Social Hygiene Association and 
cooperating organizations as the second Na- 
tional Social Hygiene Day. Exhibits, films, 
material for radio talks, publicity helps and 


suggestions for meetings may be obtained from 


the association at 50 West 50th street, New 


York City 
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Dr Rudolf Ruedemann, 
State Paleontologist, Retires 


Ruedemann, whose 38 years of 


New York State 
brought him and the Museum international rec- 


Dr Rudolf 


service to the Museum have 


ognition, retired as State Paleontologist on 
November Ist. 

Doctor Ruedemann began his service to the 
State in March 1899, when he was appointed 
Assistant Paleontologist. He has been State 
Paleontologist since 1926. During this period 
his extensive and important investigations 


earned for him a worldwide reputation as one 
of geology 


of the leading scientists in the fields 


and paleontology. Among his important con- 


1e geology of the capi- 
he 1 


tributions is a study of tl 


tal district; and in recent years he has been 
engaged in a study of the area about Catskill. 
lor many years he has been working on an 
extensive monograph on the Graptolites ol 


\merica and also has supervised a com- 


North 


prehensive work on the geology of North 
America. He is the author of a number of 
other important studies including Guelph 
Fauna of New York (with J. M. Clarke), 
Graptolites of New York, Cephalopoda of 
Champlain Basin, Eurypterida of New York 
(with J. M. Clarke), Lower Siluric Shales of 
Mohawk Valley, Paleontologic Contributions, 
The Existence and Configuration of Precam- 


brian Continents, Utica and Lorraine Forma- 
New York, [ 
New York, and also many pamphlets and arti- 


and 


tions of Some Silurian Faunas of 


cles in scientific journals on geological 


paleontological subjects. 


Doctor Ruedemann was born in Goergenthal, 
Germany, October 16, 1864. He received the 
degree of doctor of philosophy at Jena Uni- 
versity in 1887 and also studied at the Univer- 


ing as assistant 


sity of Strassburg 1887-92, serving 
in geology at the university during that same 
period. Coming to this country in 1892, he 
taught science in the high schools at Lowville 
and Dolgeville until his appointment to the 
staff of the New York State Museum in 1899 
Doctor Ruedemann is a fellow of the Amer 
can Association for the Advancement of Sci 
ence; he was vice president in 1916 of the 
Geological Society of America; and was vice 
president in 1911 and president in 1916 of the 
Paleontological Society of America. In 1928 he 
was honored by election to the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences 
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Honored 


Graves 


Commissioner Graves 

Commissioner of Education Frank P. 
has been notified by the French Consul General 
that the decoration of Officer of the Legion of 
Honor has been conferred upon him in recog- 
nition of his educational services in general 
and his interest in the study of French in par- 
ticular. 

Commissioner Graves has previously been 
decorated by Belgium as Knight of the Crown. 
The decoration 
third honor that Commissioner Graves has 


f the French Legion is the 


received this year, besides honorary degrees. 
In April he was awarded the Golden Medal of 
the Holland Society, and in September he was 
elected president oft the United Chapters of 
Phi Beta Kappa. 


- oO 


School Bus and Tardiness 
What col ti 


tutes tardiness and how shall it 


be recorded are questions frequently asked now 
that bus transportation is comm 

\\ \ bus is late t S clear 

1 That t pupil is not responsibl 

2 That the 7 l is not at fault 

3 That the pupil casi yon school 
property 

Pr ( t es have held the 
b t lid r failing to record 
the pup s tare Whether tl can be done 


depends upon the purpose of the register record. 





i i i 
The statutes require t record to be an exact 
statement of fact, he r made such record 
“presumptive evidence n court. If a pupil 
is on a bus at some distance from school at 
9 o'clock, he not actual] } place ‘ 
clear recor ( dicate \ pupil who 
reaches | i med place later in’ the time 


designated therefor is tardy and is to be so 
marked. When the cause is lateness of bus, 
the letter “B” 

Since the pupil is not responsible for the bus 


added will indicate this. 
tardiness, this tardiness, if the principal and 
other school authorities prefer, need not be 
counted on the pupil’s report card nor against 
his record. 

On the superintendent's or principal’s monthly 
report, under tardiness, enter with two letters, 
as 17 B—15T, 
due to bus and 15 due to other causes. 


The totals for the year will be of interest 


meaning 17 cases of tardiness 


and value in showing the regularity and 


efficiency of bus service. This is an important 


matter since haphazard service will frequently 


indicate either poor planning or carelessness. 
\ttention is called to the Pupil Transpor- 

tation Accounting Sheet, Digest of Laws, 

page 75. 

MosHER 

Chief, Bureau of Child Accounting 


{ ve 
and Attendance 


Board of Regents Actions 
The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
November 19th reclassified the grade of the 
Middle Granville Union School from a middle 
igh school of three years to a middle high 
secondary 


SCNOO! mamtaimnine an 


g approved 
course covering the ninth year. 
dropped from the roll of 
Flatbush 
School in Brooklyn and the White Sulphur 
Springs Union School. 

The followi 
appointed members of the grade examinations 
Harold P. 
for a term of five years; Luella P. Hoyer, 
Medina, four years; Nathan C. Southworth, 
ast Springfield, three years; Kathaleen I. 


Osborne, North Creek, two years; H. S. G. 


The Board 


secondary schools the 


g district superintendents were 





French, Loudonville, 


Loveless, Phelps, one year. 


« -Q-——— 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


Teachers’ conferences: second district of Sara- 
toga county, Galway, January 3d; Milton, 
January 17th; Providence, January 24th; 


second district of Broome county, Bingham- 
ton, January 2lst; third district of Broome 
Westover, January 2lst; first district 


of Montgomery county, St Johnsville, Janu- 
ary 3lst; second district of Suffolk county, 


Bayport, March 7th 





0 
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Examinations Board Names Question Committees 


linations 





Committees to prepare Regents exar 
were appointed by the State Examinations 
Board at its meeting on December 4th, in 
Albany. The names of those appointed follow: 

English. > a 
English, Richmond Hill High School, New 
York City; Helen Heed, Pleasantville High 
School; W. H. Trauger, head of English 
department, Potsdam State Normal School; 
George W. Norvell, State Education Depart- 


Tressler, first assistant in 


ment 

Latin. Jacob Mann, chairman, Latin aepart- 
ment and first assistant, Boys High School, 
Brooklyn; Donald F. Thompson, Frankfort 
High School; Allan P. Ball, professor of 
classical languages, College of the City of New 
York; H. G. Thompson, State 
Department 

Greek. LEdward C. Chickering, chairman of 
classics, Jamaica High School; H. G. Thomp- 
son, State Education Department 

German. Evelyn M. Waugh, Monroe High 
School, Rochester; Emory E. Cochran, Bryant 
High School, Long Island City; Roy E. 
Mosher, State Education Department 

French. Evelyn M. Clement, Cobleskill High 
School; Lula Carpenter, Walton High School, 
New York City; Ruth L. Miller, Ithaca High 
School; Roy E. Mosher, State Education 
Department 

Spanish. Antoinette L. Herrmann, DeWitt 
Clinton High School, New York City; Edna 
Reese, White Plains High School; Roy EF. 
Mosher, State Education Department 

Italian. Ferdinand di Bartolo, Hutchinson- 
Central High School, Buffalo; Lydia Palmerini 
Colli, Washington Irving High School, New 
York City; Roy E. Mosher, State [ducation 
Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
Decker, State 
Mosher, 


Education 


oral work in German. W. C. 
College for Teachers, Albany; Roy F. 
State Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
oral work in Spanish. Lucia D. Bonilla, 
Hunter College, New York City; Roy E. 
Mosher, State Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
oral work in French. WUazel J. Bullock, Syra- 
cuse University; Roy IF. Mosher, State [du 


cation Department 


Specia ( mnitice for accredit » teachers for 


oral work in Italian. Mother Elizabeth Ives, 
College of the Sacred Heart, New York City; 
Roy E. Mosher, State Education Department 
History. Ira Wilder, Sewanhaka High 


School, Floral Park; Harrison C. Thomas, 
chairman, history department, Richmond Hill 
High School, New York City; Roy A. Price, 
assistant professor, Syracuse University; Kath- 
erine C. McCormick, State Education Depart- 
ment 

Economics. Woolf Colvin, chairmar 


Kastern District High 


rf 


nomics department, 
School, New York City; Robert Lincoln Carey, 
instructor in economics, Columbia College 
James H. Erskine, State Education Department 

Vathematics. Samuel Welkowitz, Franklin 
K. Lane High School, Brooklyn; Joseph 
Seidlen, Alfred University; Paul J. Smith, 
East High School, Rochester ; Joseph Baker, 
Ilion High School; F, Eugene Seymour, State 
Education Department 

Physics. Nelson M. Mercer, supervisor of 
science, suffalo; Morris Kearney, Bay Ridge 
High School, Brooklyn; W. W. Knox, State 
Education Department 

Chemistry. H. Emile Behnken, Alexander 
Hamilton High School, New York City; 
George C. Job, Albany High School; W. W. 
Knox, State Education Department 

Biol ". Charles A. Gramet, Franklin K 
Lane High School, Brooklyn; Alice L. Herriot 
Wadleigh High School, New York City 
George K. Stone, Hicksville High School; 
W. W. Knox, State Education Department 

Physical geography. Donald B. Stone, Mont 
Pleasant High School, Schenectady ; 
Pruess, Newtown High School, New York 
City; W. W. Knox, State Education Depari- 


ment 


Charlotte 


Business subjects (committee A). Conrad J 
Saphier, first assistant and head of stenographic 
department, Samuel J. Tilden High School, 
New York City; J. Edward Stratton, Rye 
High School; C. A. Reed, State Education 
Department 

Busmess subjects (committee B). Nathaniel 
Altholz, director of commercial education, New 
York City; Katherine Drury, Gloversville 
High School; David B. Brady, chairman, com- 
mercial department, John Marshall High 
School, Rochester ; ( \ Reed, State LEdu- 


cation Department 
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Drawing. Elizabeth Weiffenbach, Lafayette 
High School, Buffalo; Herbert K. Doty, direc- 
tor of art, Binghamton; Zara B. Kimmey, State 
Education Department 

Music. Harold A. 
music, Niagara Falls; Elizabeth V. 
director of music, Syracuse; Russell Carter, 
State Education Department 

Comprehensive agricultural science and eco- 
nomics. V. B. Hart, State College of Agricul- 
ture, Ithaca; E. R. Hoskins, State College of 
Agriculture, Ithaca; Harold N. Sloan, Goshen; 
Edward A. Devlin, Medina; W. J. Weaver, 
State Education Department 

Comprehensive homemaking. Anna Keim 
for Teachers, Albany ; 


Spencer, director of 
Beach, 


Barsam, State College 
Charlotte Duncan, Webster High School; 
Mabel Hastie, Trumansburg High School; 
Marion S. Van Liew, State Education Depart- 


ment 


Preliminary Examinations 

History and geography. George C. Preston, 
district superintendent of schools, Morris; C. 
Harold Carl, principal, School 82, Buffalo; 
Samuel I. Hicks, principal, Pearl River High 
School; B. D. McCormick, State Education 
Department 

Arithmetic, English and spelling. James C. 
Foote, district superintendent of schools, Cale- 
donia; Edwin R. VanKleeck, superintendent of 
schools, Norwich; Floyd B. Rasbach, principal, 
Hunter-Tannersville Central Rural School; 
B. D. McCormick, State Education Department 


Comprehensive Technical Examinations 
Mechanical design and construction. H. G. 
Muelke, head teacher of machine design, Buf- 
falo Technical High School; H. M. Simon, 
head teacher of machine design, Utica Free 
Academy; E. B. Smith, head of technical 
department, Edison Technical and Industrial 
High School, Rochester; W. N. 
State Education Department 
Architecture and building construction. J. 
M. Gray, first assistant in charge of drawing, 
Brooklyn Technical High School; G. O. Sted- 
man, instructor in architectural drawing, Utica 
Free Academy; J. W. Burkhalter, instructor in 
architectural drawing, Buffalo Technical High 
School; W. N. 
Department 
Electrical. Le Roy Francis, head of technical 
William 


lenninger, 


Fenninger, State Education 


department, Utica Free Academy, 


Pabst, first assistant in charge of electrical 
department, Brooklyn Technical High School; 
Harold Ranney, teacher of electricity, Buffalo 
Technical High School; W. N. 
State Education Department 


Fenninger, 


Industrial chemistry. A. Z. Bacon, vice 
principal, Trott Vocational High School, 
Niagara Falls; F. H. Moyer, instructor in 
chemistry, Buffalo Technical High School; 
Jacob Mattuck, first assistant in charge of 
chemistry department, Brooklyn Technical High 
School; W. N. Fenninger, State Education De- 
partment. 

Structural design. W. C. Roecker, instructor 
in structural design, Buffalo Technical High 
School; I. S. Abrahams, instructor in struc- 
tural design, Brooklyn Technical High School ; 
W. N. Fenninger, State Education Department 


—_O0—_——_- 
Series on Industries Broadcast 
By Commerce Department 


A radio program useful as a supplementary 
aid in social science, geography and related 
subjects is being broadcast over the entire 
coast-to-coast network of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System every Tuesday afternoon from 
4.30 to 5 o'clock. The program is an amplifi- 
cation of the United States Department of 
Commerce series on great American industries 
which was broadcast for 30 weeks from Janu- 
ary to August this year. 

The book, Stories of American Industry, 
which contains 23 talks that were given on the 
previous Department of Commerce series, is 
being issued by the Government Printing Office 
and has proved so popular with schools and 
colleges that it is now in its fourth printing. 
The talks are available in script form for use 
over public address systems or on the air 
locally. They may be obtained from the Edu- 
cational Radio Project Script Exchange, Office 
of Education, Washington, D. C. 

Appended to each script will be a bibliography 


of references pertaining to the particular 
industry described in the broadcast. 
ceamaadiibboadeas 

The Progressive Education Association has 
available for teachers’ meetings traveling art 
exhibits and motion picture films presenting 
phases of progressive education. Information 
regarding these may be obtained from the office 
of the association at 310 West 90th street, New 
York City. 





tal 





“Td 





~<a 


hh 


BULLETIN TO 


THE SCHOOLS 71 


Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the Division of 


School Buildings and Grounds of the- Depart- 
ment include the following: 

Ronkonkoma, automatic oil burning system, 
$2345; approved September 24th 


Kingston, new eighth grade building, 
$290,000 ; approved September 27th 


Mahopac, 


junior and senior high school, $1000; approved 


landscape work for elementary, 


September 30th 


Peconic, new elementary school, $60,000; 


approved O tober Ist 
Arcade, alterations to shower and_ locker 

room, $2500; approved October 5th 

landscaping, etc., 


Bronxville, grading, 


f? 


$81,686.78; approved October 5th 
Saranac, new grade building and equipment, 
$44,000; approved October 5th 
Southold, addition and alterations to grade 
and high schools, $250,000; approved October 
8th 
Remsen, 
grounds, $8134.15; 


Sharon Spring 


grading and improvements’ to 
approved October 8th 

s, relaving gymnasium floor in 
high school building, 


8th 


$2000 - approved October 


Bethpage, new roof and flashings, $1400; 


approved October 8th 


Sewanhaka, reconstruct boiler foundations, 


+f> 


2205; approved October 20th 

Afton, alterations and improvements to high 
school building, $5600; approved October 20th 
Heights, construct 


$2500; approved October 20th 


[elmira passageway, 
Red House, new one-room building, $6000; 
approved October 21st 
Elba, new grade and high school, $361,818; 
approved October 26th 


Avot a, 


school; bus garage 


addition and alterations to central 
alterations to homemaking 
building : $250,000 ; 


cottage; new clementary : 
approved October 22d 
Wyoming, new grade and high school, 


$308,841.74: 
Caledonia, new 
$254,500; approved November 4th 


approved October 29th 


grade and high _ school, 





Akron, new bus garage, $12,000; approved 


November 5th 

Bay Shore, new Junior-Senior High School, 
$990,000 ; approved November 8th 

Mooers, excavation, grading and foundation 


work; approved November 13th 


Kast Northport, excavation, grading and 


foundation work; approved November 15th 
Canaseraga, new central grade and high 
school, $200,000; approved November 16th 


Theresa, school grounds improvements, 


20: approved November 17th 





Circleville, new heating and ventilating sys 
tem, $1109; approved November 18th 

Endwell, addition and alterations to Hooper 
School, $312,020; approved November 19th 

Collins Station, new heating and ventilating 
system, $3000; approved November 19th 

Mount Upton, new well and water system, 
$2431.60; November 19th 

Pelham, painting interior and exterior of sev 


November 


approved 
eral schools, $10,437.50; approved 
19th 

Dover Plains, new automatic coal stoker, 
$1000; approved November 19th 

Staatsburg, installation of partition in lunch 
room, $110: approved November 19th 
Ward 


School, $297,618 ; approved November 22d 


$411,480; 


Lackawanna, new Fourth Grade 


Alexander, new central school, 


approved November 23d 
Lake Placid, partition in gymnasium, $5769; 
approved November 23d 
Vestal, new bus garage; approved November 
26th 
Andes, 


$18,859.95 ; 


improvements to school grounds, 

approved December Ist 
Staatsburg, parking area and grading ¢ 

grounds, $675; approved December Ist 


North 


approved December Ist 


Tarrytown, new fire escapes, $590; 


Uniondale, repairs to boilers, $593; approved 


December 2d 
Hadley-Luzerne, excavation, foundation and 


zrading work for the new grade and high 


school, approved December 6th 


Swain, new one-room building; approved 


December Sth 


Richheld Springs, new grade and high school 
$456,604.62 ; approved December 8th 
Hastings on Hudson 


building, $113,084; approved December 8th 


repairs to elementary 


Kast Northport, new grade school, $290,000; 
approved December 9th 


Brockport, installation of toilets in four 


schools, $2179.16; approved December 9th 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Selected Bibliography on the Ratification of the Federal 
Constitution by the State of New York, 1788 


COMPILED BY THE REFERENCE SECTION, NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 


Alexander, D. S. A political history of the 
State of New York. Holt 1906-23. 4v. 
$3.50 a volume 

“. 3. 

Bancroft, George. History of the formation 
of the Constitution of the United States 
of America. Appleton 1882. 2v. 

v. 2, p. 336-50, 

Beard, C. A. An economic interpretation 
of the Constitution of the United States. 
Macmillan. 1913 (Reissued in 1935. 
Macmillan, $2) 

Bibliographical footnotes. 

Clason, A. W. Convention of New York, 
1788. (In Magazine of American history, 
16: 148-58, August 1886) 


Dyess, G. A. M. The conflict over ratifica- 
tion of the Federal Constitution in the 
State of New York. [1901] Thesis 
(Ph.D.) New York University 

Contains bibliography, p. 34-36. 

Elliot, Jonathan, ed. Debates in the several 
state conventions on the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution... 2d ed. Lippin- 
cott, 1836-45. 5v. 


v. 2 New York debates. 
lst ed., Washington, 1827-30, with slightly differ 


ent title, in 4v. has New York debates in v. 1. 

There have been numerous printings of the 2d 

edition, including one by Lippincott, 1937, $25 
Eriksson, E. M. & Rowe, D.N. American 


constitutional history. Norton [¢1933] 

$4.75 
Contains bibliography, p. 214 

The Federalist ed. by A. H. Scott. 
Chic., Albert, Scott & Co. 1894,  2v. 

v. 2 contains the Essays and Pamphlets on the 
Constitution, ed. by P. L. Ford. 

The Federalist is published in Everyman's library, 
Dutton, 80c. 

Fiske, John. ‘The critical period of Ameri- 
can history, 1783-1789. Houghton [¢1888] 
$2.50 

Bibliographical notes, p. 339-44. 


Ford, P. L. ed. 


38, 


Essays on the Constitution 


of the United States, published during 
its discussion by the people, 1787-1788. 
Brooklyn, Historical Printing Club. 1892 


Contains letters of Clinton, Hamilton and Yates. 


——— Pamphlets on the Constitution of the 
United States, published during its discus- 
sion by the people, 1787-1788. Brooklyn. 
1888 

Contains addresses by John Jay, Melanchton 
Smith and others. 


Hammond, J. D. History of political parties 
in the State of New York 4th ed. 
Syracuse. Hall, Mills & Co. 1852. 3v. 

v. 1, p. 1-29, 
Other editions published in various places contain 
the same material. 

Libby, O. G. The geographical distribution 
of the vote of the thirteen states on the 
Federal Constitution, 1787-88. Madison, 
Wis. The University. 1894. 75c (Wis- 
consin University Bulletin, economics, 
political science and history ser. v. 1, no. 1) 

Contains bibliography. 

Miner C. E._ Ratification of the Federal 
Constitution by the State of New York. 
Columbia Univ. 1921. $2.25 paper 
(Studies in history, economics and public 
law, ed. by the Faculty of Political Science 
of Columbia University, v. 94, no. 3, whole 
no. 214) 

Contains bibliography. 

New York (State). Convention, 1788. De- 
bates and proceedings of the convention 
of the State of New-York assembled at 
Poughkeepsie on the 17th June 1788 
N. Y. 1788 (Facsimile reprint. 1905. 
Poughkeepsie, Vassar Brothers Institute, 
$1) 

New York State Historical Association. 
History of the State of New York; ed. by 
A. C. Flick. Columbia Univ. 1933-37. 
10v. $5 a volume 

v. 5, p. 29-63, Ratification of the Federal Con- 


stitution, by E. W. Spaulding. 
Contains bibliography. 


Prentice, W.R. History of New York State. 

Syracuse. C. W. Bardeen, 1900. $1.50 
p. 317-20. 

[Smith, Melanchton] An address to the 
people of the state of New-York; shewing 
the necessity of making amendments to 
the constitution proposed for the United 
States, previous to its adoption; by a 
plebeian. 1788 


[his address is also in Ford’s Pamphlets. 
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BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 


Spaulding, E. WW. New York in the critical 
period, 1783-1789. Columbia Univ. 1932. 
$4.50 

Contains bibliography. 

Stevens, J. A. New York and the Federal 
Constitution. (In Magazine of American 
history, 2: 385-406, July 1878) 


U. S. Library of Congress. Ratification of 
the Constitution and amendments by the 
states . . . Govt Ptg Office. 1931. 17p. 
5c paper (In U. S. 7lst Congress. 3d 
session. Senate Doc. 240, serial no. 9346) 


Tables and interpretative data, without discussion. 


U. S. Rolls and Library Bureau. 
mentary history of the Constitution of the 
United States, 1786-1870, derived from the 
records, manuscripts and rolls deposited in 
the Bureau of Rolls and Library of the 
Department of State. Washington, D.C., 
Department of State, 1894-1905. Sy. 


v. 4-5. 
Contains bibliography. 


Docu- 


The making of the Con- 
1928 (Reissued in 1937. 


Warren, Charles. 
stitution. Little. 
Little. $3.75 

Williams, Sherman. New York's part in 
history. Appleton. 1915. $3.50 p. 283-98 


Because the State Library finds it impossible 
to meet the heavy demands from hundreds of 
libraries and schools of the State for the above 
and similar material this list has been pre- 
pared. Pains have been taken to suggest for 
purchase some new, useful, inexpensive items 
as well as standard titles likely to be found in 
most libraries. Other titles listed, while old, 
may be on the shelves of some libraries, may 
be picked up at slight cost at second-hand, or 
may possibly be borrowed from residents of 
the community. For the next few months 
while the topic is a live one, libraries will 
consider displaying what material they have on 
a “Constitution” shelf. To this shelf, in addi- 
tion to the titles above listed, biographies of 
prominent men of the time might well be added. 


—-Q-——- 


The Board of Regents has appointed 
Dr George Mackenzie, of Cooperstown, a 
member of the State Board of Medical Exam- 
iners for a term of three years, and Harry W. 
Weinerman, of Brooklyn, a member of the 
State Board of Podiatry Examiners for a term 


of five years. 
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High Schools of Nation 
in Radio Program Contest 


The National Broadcasting Company will 
sponsor jointly with Scholastic, high school 
weekly, a nationwide contest, starting immedi- 
ately, for the best 15-minute broadcast pro- 
duced and planned by high school pupils. 

The programs may include music, drama, 
talks, or variety entertainment of any kind. 
Participants in one program will be limited to 
60, only 20 of whom may be in the cast itself, 
and if orchestra or chorus or both are used, the 
music group must be restricted to 40. Scripts 
must be original and written either by pupils 
enrolled in the school or by instructors or 
coaches regularly employed by the school 
system, or by both pupils and instructors. 

Teachers and radio or dramatic coaches may 
plan and direct the broadcasts, but only pupils 
may actually take part in the presentation. No 
more than one school may be represented in any 
one program. If several schools in the same 
city wish to enter the competition, each school 
must produce a separate broadcast. 

Programs which include dramatizations of 
books, stories or poems must show the source 
of the material and, if copyrighted, written 
permission from the copyright owners must be 
submitted with the script. 

Beginning with local eliminations, the win- 
ning school will be selected in each of the 
four time zones (Eastern, Central, Mountain 
and Pacific Time). First place winners in each 
of the four time zones will participate in the 
grand national finals which will be broadcast 
over a coast-to-coast network of the National 
Broadcasting Company in May 1938. 

Prizes, which will be awarded on the basis 
of originality, radio showmanship, human 
values and entertainment, will be four velocity 
microphones of the type used in NBC studios 
today. First prize will be a gold-finished 
microphone ; second, silver-finished ; third prize, 
bronze-finished; and fourth prize, chromium- 
finished, all of which will be installed. 

Applications for entry and audition will be 
handled by Scholastic magazine. Designated 
local radio stations throughout the country will 
listen to the initial entries and the decision 
whether or not the school is to be represented 
in the zone finals rests with them. Zone finals 
will be judged from electrical recordings of the 
programs All auditions and recordings must 
be completed by April 10, 1938 
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Statistics of Academic Examinations in the Registered 
Secondary Schools, January and June 1937 
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Social studies 
History A .. ‘ +S 
History B > 5 
American history ) 
Economics 36 52 
Potal 144 
Cc mercial subjects 
Bookkeeping 2 
Business arithmeti 
Business law 8 
Shorthand 2 3 
lypewriting , 8 8 
Combinati shorthar 
0 ee ee eee S 
Tot al > R48 
Comprehensiv musk 
Comprehensive r vears S 
Comprehensive vocational 
Agriculture, part 8 
Homemaking 
Tr ¢} ’ 
Comprehensive te 
Architecture 
Industrial chemistry 14 
Klectricity sae > 
Mechanical design 
Structural design t 
"Power generation ] 
rextiles OS 
Graphi irts 
Total 4 
ior : s S s 
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History of National Anthem 
Is Subject of Contest 
\n essay contest on the topic “ History of 
the National Anthem of the United States” 
will be conducted from January 15 to March 31 
1938, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, De 
partment of New York. Children between the 
ages of 12 and 14, inclusive, who attend the 
public or parochial schools of New York State 
may participate Six silver cups will be 
awarded Full information may be = secured 
Department Patriotn 


Wars, 130 


from Norman |. Carey, 
Foreign 


Instructor, Veterans o 


West 57th street, New York City 


O TILE SCHOOLS 43 
mber Number Per cent of Per cent of Per cent of 
I papers papers papers 
per papers writte: vritten umed 
imed ecepted laimed accepted accepted 
$5 00 5 0 l 
50 64 50 63 1 19 9 
5 972 y? 32% 9 g %6.2 
1 84 78 &) 84 6.7 
( & g ) 
a3 < é 
4/ _ 1 t ? 4 
6 20 89 R¢ 17 .3 
4 x8 R4 5.7 
x > 8 4 
7 ry 7 S 
1 109 74 85 8?.6 6.7 
14 RN x 
> 6 ) 
2 ri SS 5 8 4.1 
s 7 S 
SAN SS u 
3 35 81 20 19,2 
1R¢ 185 Xo 86 5 
a5 gs. 5 100. 
8 XS 
4 t 7 8 9.8 
] > ? ) 
t 83 8 
5 S ) x ~ 


Chancellors Fox and Chase 
Receive Honorary Degrees 


The honerary degree ot doctor t laws w 
conterred October 141] + the ses 
cents il celebratn lrankl Mars 
College 1p Dr Dix Ry box ‘ I 


irtecnth Jun r Hig _ 
( erence he MM « Atlant d rt 
eastern States will dl Mar lt 
th at the S l XN Yor 
Universit, 
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W. H. Golding Is Head of School Boards Association 


William H Cobleskill, 
elected president of the New York State School 
meeting 


Golding, of Was 


3oards Association at the annual 
which was held October 24th to 26th in 
The vice presidents elected for the 
city section, Russell M. L. Carson, 
Mars 
Glenn EF 


Syra 
cuse. four 
sections are 
Glens Falls; village section, 
land, Rye Neck; 
Matthews, Greece; 
Wilder, Akron. Homer 
herst, was elected treasurer. 
men are: Fred C. Sprickman, Kenmore; Allen 
S. Perkins, Watertown; Niles Grover, South 
New Berlin; Mrs Jessie T. Zoller, Schenectady ; 
Melvin R. Horton, Peekskill; Mrs Florence 
Hartman, Amityville 

Among the resolutions adopted are the 


Irving <A: 
central section, 
section, Joseph L 
Am 


The district chair 


rural 
browning, of 


fol- 
lowing: 

Expressing thanks to the Regents 
Commission and the State Education Depart- 
ment for their cooperation in the general uplift- 
ing of the quality of education throughout the 
State with a particular expression of appre- 
ciation to the Rural Education Division “ for 
its fine efforts to extend centralized facilities ” 

Approving the appropriation of full state aid 
as provided in the Friedsam law 


Inquiry 


Dr John H. Finley Named 
Hall of Fame Director 


Dr John H. Finley, editor of the New York 
Times, has been appointed director of the Hall 
New York 
Finley was president of 
1892 to 1899, 
1899, professor at Prince 
ton University from 1900 to 1903, president of 
the College of the City of New York from 
1903 to 1913, and Commissioner of Education 
of the State of New York and President of 
The University of the State of New York 
from 1913 to 1921. He became associate editor 
of the New York Times in 192] 
April 1937. He has served as an 
the Hall wt 1920 


for Great Americans at 


Doctor 


of Fame 
University 
Knox College from 
Harper’s Weekly in 


editor ot 


and editor in 
elector of 


lame since 


Continuing the committee for the further 
study of teacher tenure 

\pproving the continuation of the committee 
that has been studying the problem of earlier 
payments of state aid 

Disapproving any constitutional amendment 
or tax limitation law which might curtail the 
program and the educational opportunities now 
provided in the public schools 

Reaffirming approval of state aid for kinder 
gartens 

Requesting the State Education Department 
to initiate a revision of the insurance sections 
of the New York State Education Law, par- 
ticularly with respect to a well-rcunded insur- 
ance program for the reasonable and proper 
protection of school property against loss and 
the protection of the legal liabilities of the 
schools 

Pledging cooperation with the various teacher- 
training institutions and the State Education 
Department to the end that improvement of 
professional training of teachers be extended 
and the plane of teaching throughout the State 


be maintained on a high level 


Parent-Teacher Congress 
Issues Safety News Letter 


The National Congress of and 
Teachers is issuing a Safety News Letter for 
Workers traffic 
safety education project, of Marion 
Telford, chairman of the committee on safety, 
is director. The letter is prepared primarily 
for local associations but may be obtained by 


Parents 


Parent Teacher through its 


which 


principals and other school officials upon request 
of parent-teacher leaders. 

Miss Telford explains that while there has 
been no charge for the letter, it is possible that 
if there is a large demand from teachers for 
this helpful bulletin a nominal amount to cover 
printing and mailing may be charged to make 
it ilable to them 
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